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Purpose?



Have you ever thought about your purpose—why you are alive?
Why you exist? Purpose is so important. It affects how you live,
what you do, and how you influence others. Ultimately, purpose
will determine your legacy.

so what’s your
purpose?

To determine purpose, | have found it helpful
to answer several questions:

U



the big five

m Where did | come from?
Who am I?

6 Why am | here?

a Where am | going?
. What can | do?



Where did |
come from?

How you believe human beings.
came into existence will play a large

part in determining your purpose.

Basically, there are
two answers:

chance or creation

Either way, we have to take our view by faith. No human was
around to observe the beginning of the universe. So the origin
of humanity is outside of the realm of observable science.

1 personally don’t have enough faith to believe that random
chance brought everything into existence the way we see
itin our universe.' Looking at all the design in the uni-
verse, it looks as if the universe didn't happen by acci-

dent but rather by purposeful design.

Itis wise to consider the biblical

records:
1 In the beginning, God created the !
_________ '
| heavens and the earth. 1

' '
Psalm 19:1 ialaiaiabaletats I The heavens declare the glory of God. |
N 1 1

1. (See the book | Don' Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist by Geisler and Turek. It might surprise you that evolution
‘does not match scientific reakty as much as you may think.)



If chance were the source of life, we would have no real purpose for
life. Life would be an accident after all.

However, there is something within the human heart that drives peo-
ple to find purpose. Deep down, people are all searching for some-
thing in life. Where does that drive come from?

I believe that drive comes from a purposeful God who created peo-
ple to live with purpose and to seek fulfillment. In other words,

God created you on
purpose for a purpose.

The drive for purpose and fulfillment is best achieved through a per-
sonal relationship with God and living the way that God designed
life to be lived. The famous theologian Augustine once said,

‘You have made us for yourself,
0 Lord, and our heart is restless
until it inds its rest in you.

Consider:

The first step to finding your
purpose is to acknowledge that
your purpose comes from God.

What do you think?



Who am 1?

In the attempt to discover purpose,

e :
we must first determine if we even
E have a purpose. The question,
“Where did | come from?" reveals if

we have a purpose or not.

If we were the product of random chance, we have no ultimate pur-
pose. If God created us on purpose for a purpose, we have purpose!
This leads us to the next question...

As we attempt to discover our purpose, we also need to know what
we are. Knowing how we are designed will lead us to our purpose.
As the design of a tractor tells us that it is used for ploughing and
the design of a race car tells us it is used for racing, our design will
tell us what we were made for.

God tells us what we are in the Bible, His revelation to human
beings. If you don't believe the Bible is God's Word, consider
these thoughts:

The Bible has had a massive influence on the world and contin-
ues to influence the world today.

Itis not a science or history book, but when it speaks to those
subjects, it is accurate.

has confirmed the Bible's historical ac-

curacy.

There are of Biblical in to ver-

ify the accuracy of our modern Biblical texts.

The Bible has changed millions of lives verified by countless
o s

The Bible provides us with a complete explanation for the origin
and the meaning of life.



The Bible reveals what we as humans are in its first book, Gene-
sis. In Genesis 1:26, the Bible says that God created human beings
“In His Image"” with characteristics similar to Himself. One of those
characteristics is personhood.

Genesis 2:7 says that God created people as living souls. We are more
than physical bodies. We have souls. Our soul makes us a person.

Qur soul gives us things like:
intellect
emotion
free will
personality
ability to form
animation relationships

When we consider the question, “Who am 1?" and think about how
we were designed, we see that personal relationships are interwo-
ven into our purpose. One of our main purposes is relationships.
Having good, wholesome relationships is very rewarding. We un-
derstand the meaning that relationships bring to life. The most im-
portant relationship to maintain is our relationship with God. In John
17:3, the Bible says that eternal life—the ultimate form of life—is
knowing God. At its core, true life is a relationship with God.

Again, as Augustine said, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord,
and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in you.”

Consider:
The second step to finding your purpose is to find a relationship with God.

What do you think?



Why am | here?

As we pursue purpose, the question,
“Who am 12" shews us that our purpose
is closely tied to relationships, espe-
cially a relationship with God. The next

question is “Why am | here?"

If God created us with a purpose and that purpose is relationships,
then we must ask ourselves how to relate to God and others.

In Genesis 1-2, the Bible tells us that when God created the world,
He provided for all the needs of human beings, and He declared hu-
mans to be the rulers and stewards of the earth. It is as if God made
us His managers of planet earth.

From these verses, we see that our purpose is:

10N
y .
- < EC -
specifically to manage but more broadly to love
the earth, God and serve Him.

The opportunity to serve God in such a way s a huge privilege; we
should be more than honoured to serve Him because of how He has
blessed us with life and the world around us.



T———

In Genesis 2, God crealed hwo

]
but then He ercated Eve as well tor companionship, Again, people
are relational beings. We were made lor relationships. Our lves
should emphasize aar relationshis.

£0 when we think about it, our original purpose was 1o enjoy a rela.
Honship with God in whioh we woulkd serve Him as caretakers: of the
earth and to enjoy relationships with others,

Consider:

The third step (o findng your purpase is lo understand yos role in our rela.
Honship with God.

Wisaf dho yow Bniek?



Where am | going?

o

mnd our ser

With all the bl g the first

O Fule.

They were not to

f the frul ne t:
in the Garden of Eden
whare they lived.

Untertunately, Adam
and Eve decided to disobay.

This acl o1 sin severed (he wonderiul relalionship
Adam and Eve had wilh God. Adam and Eve lost their
special relationshap wilth God, and physical comuplion
enlerod ihcir Dodses leading lo death,

Sultering, disease, and death were ot part of God's original ore-
ation bul were broughl into the world by Adam and Eve's sin. Bver
sinoe then, everyone borm has besn born ino a world tull of sutter-
ing and death.

Bul betore we biame Adam and Eve, we sl kave (o admit that we
have chosen bo sim in our Betimes as well. Simply pat, sin is beeak-
ing God's moral laws, Stop 1o sonsider: Have you ever broken any
moral laws



4 i b Have you ever licd to keep
o e from being caught for
e —— ' this fid?

Have you ever stolon samathing

e ‘a@

Have you ever been selfish
and pridetul in your attitude?
Lying, steading, cheating, and
prithe e a8l sins against God, and
they alten barm olhers as well.

It we are honest, we will admit that we have broken at least some of
God's laws, The Bibde tells us in Aomans 323, “All kave sinped,”
W have aii broken God's laws of right and wrong, and we desere
ihe of death and ihal sin brings.

i

Simee Wit ane Sinncrs, our relalionship with God is broken. The
Bibie says thal God does not take pleaswre in sin (sin harms and
is displeasing! and that evil will not live with Him (see Paaim 54%
God dishikes sim and banishes sin from Himacl. Sin has changed
our destiny. Betore sin, our destiny was a perieot world in loving
Tellowship wilh God. However, beeause of sin and rejection of
God, when we dic phiysicaily, our destinyg will e banishment from
God's presence 1o a place of rightecus punishment for our sin
{see Hevelalon 21:8, 27,

Bul this was nol God's Infended purpose for us, and He loves
US 50 much that He made 8 way 107 US b cScape from where sin
woubd send us and refurn to Him,

Congider:
The tourth step ba finding your purpers e is b sadesland your decison 1o me.
ect your God-given purposs by rejecting God and your relationship with Him.

AT oo you Mk T



What can | do?

Dhur finad deatination after we die is af.
Teeted by cas refection of God, hawever,
God loves ws and doss not want us 1o
Ibe: separabed from Him in sin.

S He made a way 1o remedy our rebellion which began with Adam
wnd Eve's disabeticnos. He made & way 10 restone s 1o trendship
with Himselt and 1o our parpose.

Gt 5 Maly and must Dunisn Sin for e wreng.

BUT ------

God s loving and shows mercy upon those who wrong Him.

S0 God made a way lo forgive our sin while mainisin-

ing justioe. God's way 1o torgivencss came through N ' Ly
Jeaus Chrisl. Jesus ived on canh about 2,000 years
0. He is both God and man and lived a sinless lite.
He allowed Himsell to dic ona oross 1o pay lor
the sins of all people (sec Romans 528,

The Btz says that He was made “to be
BN 1o s, Wikl Knew o sing thal we might
b the righlcausncss of God in Him™ (sce 1
Corinthians 5:21). Jesus ook our sin and our death o
that we could Be forgiven and not have 1o face death
and eternal separation from God, Jesus olters us His

51

After He dicd, Jesus rose again 1o e proviag He is Goed
with the abélity 1o save us trom sin and death and to give
ug etemal lite (sec 1.Cor, 15:1-4, 55-571

Wil sim removed, we can be restored o God, experience viclory
ower sin, and live with God in His heavenly kingdom for elemity.

Wi e I Ry O e R, T Bk
Liona. Sestates e hestoncal vakity of M’ resumecton & s




[But we must accept
‘what Christ has done
Tor @8, Resloration by
‘Geodl is an act of taith.
Ephesiang 2:8-0 says, “For by
grace are ye saved through Taith;
and that not of yoarseives: il is the
it of God, nol of works, lest

any man should boask.” We
cannol camn God's forgivencss:
and 1avor by our elfort. 1t is & gt
Seaiis has boughl tor us., and &l we
oan oo is Bumily receive i

InJohn 14:6, Jesus says,

“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father [God] but by Me."

Jesus is Ihe only One wilh power aver sin and death, He alone
Gan save.

What can you 80 1o be restored to God7 PUl your confidence in Je-
sus Chrisd (8ee John 3:16) Apeepl 1hal you are & siner, thal Jesis
died tor your sins, and that His saorifioe is all you need 10 be lor-
given, ¥ need to do g olhcr than acccpt His offcr
of salvation by aith. Jesis 18 waiting o come iMo your e, Belp
you deteat sin_ and give you abundant iite.

I you Urusly believe and acoept whal Jesas. did for you, why donl you
fedl Ham that you believe and thiat you accspt His affer of restoration
o God? Prayer ks simply talking lo God. You can pray to Him right
WhERE ol AFe &nd IhEnK Him tar the resloralion thal Jeses affers.
ou can tell Him that you acoept His gitt of a brand-new relationship
with Him, Receiving this it is ow you can Becoms one of God's
whildren and begin experiencing ihe purpose for which you wene
wreated: a wonderfui, loving redationship wiif God snd an amaring
ity of sevwice o Him.

LLet's go back 1o the question, “What can | do?™ When you tum lo
edis End ket Him Festors yoal 1o God, He will Bogin 1o work i you
T GHANGE you iNto & Good and pare persan like Himselt, You are His
oraftsmanship created to do good works in the workd (Eph, 2:100.
What yodl can 80 ks to Bodlow Him &nd live cut wikal you were created
e i — B bovertr Gl il ey oAleers.



Legacy

I you made: ihe decision lo reocive Chirist's gitl, you kave found the
jpurpose tor lite! And il is only the beginning. God has beaps in store
for you. He wants to fill you with love, joy, peace, and muoh more.
He wanls 1o se you tor good in This world. He wanls you 1o leave
behind a kegaoy that will impact your workd forever.

1 know Ihis sounds like 8 lob, bul don'l worry. He will help you one
step &t time, You can learn how 10 live 0ul yous purpose by reading
His instruction book mmumnm.lmnmmm-me
book of Mark.

Last, | hope you will message me al gracewaybs com after reading
his. | would fove 1o hear frem you. I you received Christ or have
quUEslons kol the decisn, el me Know 20 6L | can Scnd Some
help your way. God biess!



